A GLIMPSE

OF THE
DOMESTICITY

OF
FRANKLYN BARNABAS

"F you have read Back to Methuselah you will remember
Franklyn Barnabas, the ex-clergyman who, with his gruff
brother Conrad, the biologist, had come to the conclusion
. that the duration of human life must be extended to three
hundred years, not in the least as all the stupid people thought
because people would profit by a longer experience, but because
it was not worth their while to make any serious attempt to better
the world or their own condition when they had only thirty or
forty years of full maturity to enjoy before they doddered -away
into decay and death. The brothers Barnabas were in fact the first {
discoverers of the staringly obvious truth that it is our expectation I
of life, and not our experience of it, that determines our conduct'
and character. Consequently the very vulgar proposition that you j
cannot change human nature, and therefore cannot make the
revolutionary political and economic changes which are now
known to be necessary to save our civilization from perishing
like all previous recorded ones, is valid only on the assumption
that you cannot Change the duration of human life. If you can
change that, then you can change political conduct through the
whole range which lies between the plague-stricken city's policy
of "Let us eat and drink; for tomorrow we die'5 and the long-
sighted and profound policies of the earthly paradises of More,
Morris, "Wells, and all the other Utopians.
It was with this thesis of the Barnabases that I was concerned
when I wrote Back to Methuselah; and though I got interested
enough in Franklyn personally to go a little way into his domestic
history, I had to discard my researches as both irrelevant and
certain to sidetrack my main theme and confuse my biological
drama with a domestic comedy.
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